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ABOUT MADHYA PRADESH STATE WETLAND AUTHORITY (MPSWA) The Government of Madhya Pradesh has constituted the Madhya Pradesh State Wetland Authority (MPSWA) under Wetlands Rules 2017 for the conservation and effective management of wetlands. The Environment Department serves as the nodal agency, with Environment Planning & Coordination Organization (EPCO) providing technical and secretarial support. MPSWA oversees policy development, regulatory frameworks, Integrated Management Plans, NPCA implementation, capacity building, research, communication, and resource mobilization. A Technical Committee and a Grievance Committee, facilitates Ramsar designation, prepares and implements conservation plans, monitors ecological health through Wetland Health Cards, and promotes public awareness. 
ABOUT CENTRE FOR ENVIRONMENT EDUCATION (CEE) The Centre for Environment Education (CEE), established in 1984 as a Centre of Excellence under the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC), promotes environmental awareness across India. CEE develops educational programmes and materials, strengthens Education for Sustainable Development (ESD),to ensure Environmental Education leads to on-ground action. Working with State Governments, Foundations, and Corporates, CEE is known for its work in biodiversity conservation, school education, waste management, marine conservation, and sustainable rural-urban development, and contributions to the national & global ESD processes. 
ABOUT THE PROJECT Recognizing the importance of community participation in wetland conservation, MoEFCC and MPSWA have initiated a citizen engagement programme under the IKI-BMUV 'Wetlands Management for Biodiversity and Climate Protection' project implemented by GIZ. Guided by Ramsar's CEPA framework, CEE, supported by GIZ has developed a CEPA Strategy for citizen engagement in Madhya Pradesh. The strategy is an outcome of extensive consultations and pilot testing of key approaches and stakeholder groups at Ramsar sites in the state. 
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Executive Summary Wetlands are among the most productive and valuable ecosystems in Madhya Pradesh, supporting drinking water supply, irrigation, fisheries, flood regulation, biodiversity conservation, climate resilience, and livelihood security. They also hold deep cultural and spiritual significance for local communities. Despite their critical importance, wetlands across the state are increasingly threatened by pollution, encroachment, unregulated resource extraction, and climate change impacts. Recognising these challenges, this report presents a Communication, Capacity Building, Education, Participation, and Awareness (CEPA) Strategy as a central approach to strengthen citizen engagement and ensure the long-term conservation and wise use of wetlands. Aligned with the Wetlands (Conservation and Management) Rules, 2017, the National Plan for Conservation of Aquatic Ecosystems (NPCA), and India's commitments under the Ramsar Convention, Madhya Pradesh has established a strong institutional framework through the State Wetland Authority (SWA). Initiatives such as Wetland Mitra, World Wetlands Day celebrations, Ramsar site processes, and district-level consultations demonstrate growing momentum for participatory wetlands governance. However, the need for a structured, state-wide CEPA strategy remains critical to ensure consistency, scalability, and sustained behaviour change. Community consultations, Focus Group Discussions, and field engagements across multiple wetland landscapes reveal that local communities-especially fishers and farmers-possess strong traditional ecological knowledge and are deeply dependent on wetlands for their livelihoods. At the same time, there are significant gaps in awareness of legal provisions, ecological thresholds, and sustainable management practices. Key threats identified include sewage and solid waste discharge, agricultural runoff, encroachment, and unsustainable fishing and water abstraction. The report highlights that effective wetland governance requires multi-stakeholder participation, involving communities, government departments, urban local bodies, educational institutions, civil society organisations, tourism stakeholders, and industries. The CEPA Strategy presented in this report provides a structured roadmap with short-, medium-, and long-term objectives to institutionalise wetlands awareness and stewardship across governance systems and society. The strategy offers tailored interventions for eleven prioritized stakeholder groups, including fishers, farmers, schools, youth, NGOs, urban and rural communities, planners, industries, and District Wetland Conservation Committees (DWCCs). These interventions span awareness generation, capacity building, participatory planning, behaviour change communication, curriculum integration, regulatory compliance, and livelihood enhancement. Field-based pilot initiatives further demonstrate how CEPA translates into tangible conservation outcomes. Experiences from Yashwant Sagar, Bhoj Wetland, Sakhya Sagar, and school-based programs highlight how fisher groups, farmers, students, teachers, and district authorities can collectively contribute to wetland protection through sustainable livelihoods, pollution reduction, experiential learning, and inter-departmental coordination. Overall, the report establishes CEPA as not merely an awareness tool, but a central governance mechanism that links community participation, institutional strengthening, sustainable livelihoods, climate resilience, and biodiversity conservation. By embedding wetlands into education systems, urban planning, district-level governance, and citizen behaviour, the strategy lays a strong foundation for people-led, sustainable wetland management in Madhya Pradesh. 



































































































































































































































































128 I CEPA Strategy for Weclands in Madhya Pradesh 
Links of important resources 
Ramsar Convention 14th CoP November 2022 Resolution XIV.8 The new CEPA approach Ramsar CEPA OP-SC58-draft paper-comments https:/ /www.ramsar.org/ sites/ default/files/ documents/library/xiv.8 cepa e.pdf • Communication, Education and Public Awareness (CEPA) A Toolkit for National Focal Points and NBSAP Coordinators cepa_toolkit_english. pdf (ramsar.org)https:/ /www.ramsar.org/ sites/ default/files/ documents/library/ cepa toolkit english.pdf• A Guide to Participatory Action Planning and Techniques for Facilitating GroupsVisual mapping exercise (ramsar.org)https:/ /www.ramsar.org/ sites/ default/files/ documents/library/ outreach action planning guide.pdf• 2010 China : National Communication, Education and Public Awareness(CEPA) Plan for Wetland Protection Microsoft Word - CEPA plan for wetland protection in China 20100107.docx (ramsar.org)https:/ /www.ramsar.org/ sites/ default/files/ documents/library/ outreach action plan china.pdf• France : CEPA Planning Tool for Wetlands 2012- 2014CESP FINAL (ramsar.org)https:/ /www.ramsar.org/ sites/ default/files/ documents/library/ france national cepa plan 2012-2014 e.pdf• Ramsar CEPA ProgrammeThe CEPA Programme I The Convention on Wetlands, The Convention on Wetlands (ramsar.org)https://www.ramsar.org/ our-work/ activities/ cepa-programme
MoEFCC • Wetlands of India Portalhttps:/ /indianwetlands.in/• E learning module on Wetlandshttps:/ /indianwetlands.in/ resources-and-e-learning/ online-courses-training-material/• Ongoing initiatives on wetlands in India (central)indianwetlands.in/wp-content/ uploads/library/ 1707221982.pdf• Cultural Significance of Indian Wetlandshttps:/ /indianwetlands.in/wp-content/ uploads/library/ 16824008 94.pdf• Wetlands Ethoshttps:/ /indianwetlands.in/wp-content/uploads/library/wetland-conversition-ethic.pdf• Decadal Change Atlashttps:/ /indianwetlands.in/wp-content/ uploads/library/ 1643 777982.pdf• All inventories on wetlands published by MoEFCChttps://indianwetlands.in/ resources-and-e-learning/ national-wetland-inventory-assessment/• Student Corner (Engagement material on wetlands for students)https:/ /indianwetlands.in/ get-involved/ student-corner/• Guidelines for Wetlands Ruleshttps:/ /indianwetlands.in/wp-content/ uploads/library/ guideline-of-implemention.pdf• Guidelines on National Plan for Conservation of Aquatic Ecosystems (centrally sponsored scheme on wetlands) 2024 https:/ /indianwetlands.in/wp-content/uploads/library/17072978 51.pdf• Details on Amrit Dharohar initiativehttps:/ /indianwetlands.in/wp-content/ uploads/library/ 1686136200.pdf• Details about notified wetlands and regulatory updateshttps:/ /indianwetlands.in/ our-work/wetlands-conservation-and-management-rules-2017/• Natural Capital of Wetlandshttps:/ /indianwetlands.in/wp-content/ uploads/library/ natural-capital-of-wetland.pdf• The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity India Initiative Interim Reporthttps:/ /indianwetlands.in/wp-content/ uploads/library/TEEB-IND IA-INITIATIVE-Interim-Report.pdf• Inspiring stories of change from groundhttps://indianwetlands.in/ get-involved/ make-a-difference/• Wetland Mitra Registration Form officialhttps:/ / savewetlandscampaign.in/swc/ mitra• Amrit Dharohar - Factbook on 75 Ramsar Siteshttps:/ /indianwetlands.in/wp-content/uploads/library/1683182884.pdf• Wetland Mitra Pledgehttps://indianwetlands.in/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Wetland-Mitra-Pledge.pdf• Green Renuka Fair - how collective action of multi-stakeholders including community members brough change on groundhttps://youtu.be/bzH9dgP6tK0?si=0FLUSGelxm31GaM-
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