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Enhancing Smallholder Spice Farmers’
Capacities in Sustainable Farming

Situation

India has a long history of trading of spices and continues
to be one of the world’s largest producers and exporters.
The Western Ghats are among the world’s most important
Biodiversity Hotspots and one of the main areas for spice
cultivation. Spices provide a prime source of livelihood to
millions of smallholder farmers in India. About 85 per cent
of the spice production in India is by small-scale farmers,
who typically farm on less than two hectares of land and

seasonally rotate spices with other crops.
Major challenges for Spices farmers:

*  Uncertain pricing
*  Adverse climatic conditions
*  Loss of biodiversity

* Land deterioration due to overuse of fertilisers and
unsuitable use of chemical pesticides has led to the
spread and transmission of insect, pests and diseases

in the area.

Sustainable spice production will strengthen the economic
resilience of these farmers. By ensuring long-term demand
of good quality, sustainably produced spices at a fair price,
spice production will become a more attractive option for
smallholder farmers, thus creating a continuous supply base

of sustainably grown spices.

Objective

Enhancement of Smallholder Spice Farmers’ Capacities in
Sustainable Farming’ aims to strengthen the production of
cardamom, cumin and turmeric in four states of India, by
increasing the capacities of spice farmers and making the
production  practices

economically,  socially  and

environmentally more sustainable.

Approach

*  Capacity development programme targeting spice
farmers over four years covering approx. 10,000 ha
to be integrated in AVT McCormick’s supply chain
in four states of India — Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, Rajasthan.

® Build industry-wide capabilities around sustainable
spice farming by providing buy-back arrangements
and market access to farming communities engaging

in sustainable production of spices.

Expectations

* To increase net income of smallholder farmers from
certified spices by 20%

*  To engage 50% women farmers in trainings.

* To increase participation of women farmers to 40%

* To train 2000 farmers on sustainable spice farming

practices and agri-business management.
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